
The Preciousness of the Church 
“And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”  
Ephesians 1:22–23 

The	Church	exists	to	make	much,	not	of	the	church,	but	of	Christ!	

Key Word: “church” 
(Scottish kirk, derived from a very early Anglo-Saxon use of the Greek word kuriakos = belonging to 
the Lord [Lord = kurios]) 

Greek word for “church” = ekklēsia = “called-out-ones” 

John Davenport: It is a company of faithful and holy people, or persons called out of the world to 
fellowship with Jesus Christ, and united in one congregation to Him as members to their head, 
and one with another, by a holy covenant for mutual fellowship in all such ways of holy worship 
of God, and of edification of one towards another. 

Application Questions 
1. The church is called the Bride of Christ (John 3:32; Ephesians 5:25; Revelation 19:7; 21:2, 9; 

22:17). If Christ’s bride was a single person, how would you treat her? 

2. What is meant by saying that the church is precious (Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 Peter 
1:18-19)? How does the preciousness of the church change the way that we treat her?  

3. Valuing God necessarily involves valuing what He values. Reflect on what God values. 
Discuss how God values the church. How do you value the church? 

4. What were the three principles identified in the sermon that show that the church is 
precious? 

a. ____________________________________	God	in	Christ. 
(Ephesians 1:15-23; 4:11-16; 5:25-27; John 6:37; 14:6; 17:24; Acts 4:12; 1 John 
5:20-21) 
 

b. ____________________________________	God	in	Christ. 
(Ephesians 1:23; 3:8-13; 1 Timothy 3:15; 4:13; John 8:32; 14:6; 2 Timothy 1:14) 
 

i. How does God who is invisible and dwells in inapproachable light interface 
with the world? How does our soul interface with the world? 

ii. Our “bodyness” is not in our individuality but in our what? How does this 
change the way we think of the local church? 
 

c. ____________________________________	God	in	Christ. 
(Ephesians 3:14-21; 1:6, 12, 14; 1 Corinthians 14:25; 1 Peter 4:10–11) 
 

5. What should be the great attraction of the church? (1 Corinthians 2:2) 

6. Reflect on this statement from the sermon: “I love the church. Not for what I see or feel, but 
for what God has revealed about her.” 

7. What place does the church have in your life? (Acts 2:42, 44-47; 4:32; 1 Corinthians 12:26; 
Romans 12:9-15; Galatians 6:1-2; Hebrews 10:24-25; 13:3) 



8. We ought to have a love for the church that is real, deep, and based on Christ’s love for her 
(2 Corinthians 11:2, 28), desiring her sanctification, desiring to see her become more and 
more beautiful for her Husband (Ephesians 5:26-27). The church is precious because of 
God’s love for her, because of Christ’s sacrifice on her behalf, because of the Spirit’s work 
and dwelling in her, because of her unique calling and gifting, and because her role in the 
world is singular.  

a. Belonging	to	something	so	precious	is	a	tremendous	privilege. Do you think of being a 
part of Christ’s local church a privilege? How do you show it? In what ways can you 
grow in stewarding this privilege? 

b. The	manner	in	which	we	relate	to	one	another	should	be	marked	by	discernment	of	
divine	value. What does this statement mean? What are some examples of this in 
action? 

c. If	Christ	and	His	church	are	precious	to	us,	it	will	be	reflected	in	the	choices	that	shape	
our	lifestyle. Knowing that we orient our lives to what we truly value, how can you 
practically value the church more without being church-centered? How does Christ-
centeredness produce a sense of the preciousness of Christ’s local church? Hint: 
How does the church put the gospel on display? 

SHEPHERDING 

1. How does the preciousness of the church relate to shepherding? Read Acts 20:17-31. Notice 
that “elders” (20:17) are called “overseers” (20:28), which are exhorted to “shepherd” (e.g. 
“pastor” – ESV has “care” but the word in the Greek means shepherd or tend and is 
rendered that way in 1 Peter 5:2) the church (20:28). What is one important way that God 
has provided special care and provision for His precious church? 

2. Notice that shepherding ministry is the burden that Paul leaves with the precious church in 
Ephesus. Read Acts 20:20. Notice that this shepherding ministry involved teaching both in 
________________ and from  ________________ _____ ________________. Consider also Acts 20:31 and its 
implications. How important was this ministry to Paul (Acts 20:24)? Should it be any less 
important to us? 

3. Who will give an account for the souls of the members of Christ’s church (Hebrews 13:17)? 
How will expanding our shepherding ministry with private visitation of the membership 
better steward the preciousness of Christ’s church among us (1 Peter 4:10-11; 5:1-4; 1 
Corinthians 4:1-2; Titus 1:7)? 


