
Q & A

Biblical – Christ-centered – Trusting – Teachable



QUESTION



God created different languages, diversity and 
different cultures. Is this why we have different 
religions and why they see God differently? 
Briefly describe how different religions came 
about.



QUESTION



Are there any external, that is outside of the Bible, 
historical sources of a census of the entire roman 
world as recorded in the gospels?



Ancient “External” Sources

▪ Philo (c. 20 BC – 50 AD)

▪ Josephus (c. 37-100)

▪ Tacitus (c. 56-117), Annales

▪ Pliny the Younger (c. 61-112), Letters to Trajan

▪ Suetonius (c. 69-122)



QUESTION



How did the early church fathers know which 
written works were inspired by God and which 
were not?



Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also 
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 

conviction. You know what kind of men we proved 
to be among you for your sake.

1 Thessalonians 1:5



And we also thank God constantly for this, that 
when you received the word of God, which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men 
but as what it really is, the word of God, which is 

at work in you believers.

1 Thessalonians 2:13



Authenticated and Established Itself

“The Christian must accept by faith that the church, under the providential 

guidance of God’s Spirit, got the number and the ‘list’ right since God did 

not provide the church with a specific list of New Testament books. … God’s 

Spirit providentially led his church—imperceptively yet inexorably … to 

adopt the twenty-seven documents that the Godhead had determined 

would serve as the foundation of the church’s doctrinal teaching and thus 

bear infallible witness throughout the Christian era to the great objective 

central events of redemptive history, and that this ‘apostolic tradition’ 

authenticated and established itself.”

Robert Reymond
A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith



Authenticated and Established Itself

“The books which were to form the future canon forced themselves on the 

Church by their intrinsic apostolic authority, as they do still, because the 

Kyrios Christ speaks in them.”

Oscar Cullmann



“My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me.”

John 10:27



The Canon of Scripture

▪ Prophetic authorship

▪ Providential care

▪ Interior witness of the Holy Spirit

▪ The Word concerning the Word
▪ Prophetic claims (“thus saith the LORD”)

▪ NT validation of OT (Luke 24:44; 11:51; Matt 4:4, 7, 10; 5:18; 22:29-30)

▪ NT validation of itself (2 Peter 3:15-16; 1 Timothy 5:18)

▪ Authenticated by power, miracles, or signs

▪ Recognition versus Determination



QUESTION



How do we handle texts that were not part of the 
original manuscript such as John 7:53-8:11 and 
Mark 16:9-20?



QUESTION



"A woman must not wear men's clothing, nor a 
man wear women's clothing, for the LORD your 
God detests anyone who does this." Deuteronomy 
22:5. How does this apply to modern day? Should 
women wear pants?



QUESTION



If we cannot have saving faith apart from the 
work of the Holy Spirit within us, how did the OT 
saints have saving faith in God when the Holy 
Spirit wasn’t sent to indwell in them until 
Pentecost?



If we cannot have saving faith apart from the 
work of the Holy Spirit within us, how did the OT 
saints have saving faith in God when the Holy 
Spirit wasn’t sent to indwell in them until 
Pentecost?



Holy Spirit and Salvation

OLD COVENANT NEW COVENANT
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Regenerates (Deuteronomy 10:16)
Empowers (“fills”: 1 Samuel 16:13-14)*

Regenerates (Titus 3:5)
Empowers (“fills”: Ephesians 5:18)*
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Baptizes (1 Corinthians 12:13)
Indwells (John 7:39)
Seals (Ephesians 1:13)
Guarantees (Ephesians 1:14)


