


Aim:
Enlarge and humble our hearts to stand in greater 
awe of God and rejoice more intently in His love.



God’s Will: 
Providentially Formative

An Introduction to God’s Compatibilistic Sovereignty



The Will is Bound to Its Nature
This is the “Bondage of the Will”



Romans 6:16

Do you not know that if you present 
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 

you are slaves of the one whom you obey, 
either of sin, which leads to death, 

or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?



John 8:34

who practices sin is a slave to sin



2 Peter 2:19

They promise them freedom, but they themselves are 
slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, 

to that he is enslaved.



Romans 6:20–22

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard 
free

from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you 
get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.



Romans 6:20–22

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard 
now that you have been set free

from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you 
get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.



Romans 6:17

But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of 
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard 

of teaching to which you were committed,



Old Nature
All in Adam



Ephesians 2:1–3

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which 
you once walked, following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience among 

whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.



1 Corinthians 2:14

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned.



Ezekiel 36:26

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 

your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.



New Nature
All in Christ



Ephesians 2:4–6

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace 
you have been saved and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,



Colossians 2:13

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 

with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses



John 1:12–13

But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God, 
who were born, 

not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh 

nor of the will of man, 
but of God.



2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.



Man’s Will: Free or Fettered?

•The will is fettered to its nature

•The will is free to worship



John 4:34



John 8:29



John 10:18

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again. This charge I have received 
from my Father.



God’s Will Rules
An Introduction to God’s Absolute and Sovereign Will



Psalm 115:3

Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.



Psalm 135:6

Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on 
earth, in the seas and all deeps.



Acts 17:26

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted 

periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place



Psalm 139:16–17

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were 
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for 
me, when as yet there was none of them. How precious to 

me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of 
them!



Providentially Formative

•God is absolutely sovereign

•Human beings are morally responsible creatures

•God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility are 
compatible



Proverbs 16:33

The lot is cast into the lap, 
but its every decision is from the LORD.



Proverbs 16:9

The heart of man plans his way, 
but the LORD establishes his steps.



Illustrations

• Inspiration of Scripture

• Father and Child

•Commander and Troops

•Teacher and Classroom

•Author and Story



Culpable, Not Constrained



Compatibilism
The Harmony of Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility



Genesis 50:19–20

place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 



Leviticus 20:7–8

Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am 
the LORD your God. Keep my statutes and do them; 

I am the LORD who sanctifies you.



Isaiah 10:5–6

Woe to Assyria, the rod of my anger; the staff in their 
hands is my fury! Against a godless nation I send him, and 
against the people of my wrath I command him, to take 
spoil and seize plunder, and to tread them down like the 

mire of the streets.



Isaiah 10:7

But he does not so intend, and his heart does not so 
think; but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off 

nations not a few;



Isaiah 10:12

When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion 
and on Jerusalem, he will punish the speech of the 

arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look 
in his eyes.



Isaiah 10:13

and by my wisdom, for I have understanding; I remove 
the boundaries of peoples, and plunder their treasures; like 



Isaiah 10:15

Shall the axe boast over him who hews with it, or the saw 
magnify itself against him who wields it? As if a rod 

should wield him who lifts it, or as if a staff should lift 
him who is not wood!



Acts 18:9–10

be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I 
am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for 

I have many in this city who are my people



Philippians 2:12–13

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so 
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will 

and to work for his good pleasure.



God’s Choice

Man’s 
Choice

He chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world 
Ephesians 1:4

I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today, 

that I have set before you life 
and death, blessing and curse. 

Therefore choose life 
Deuteronomy 30:19



Both are true but both cannot fit into the other.



Man’s 
Choice

The heart of man plans his 
way, but the LORD establishes 
his steps.
Proverbs 16:9

God’s Choice



Response

•Be not proud

•No human being may boast

•The redeemed may glory in God

•The redeemed may rest in the sovereign grace of 
God



The sum of salvation in Christ is this: 
God’s prevailing love. 
Enlarge and humble our hearts to stand in greater 
awe of God and rejoice more intently in His love.


